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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

District 9

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
(Underground Coal Mine)

NONINJURY COAI. MINE OUTBURST (BOUNCE) ACCIDENT

L. S. Wood Mine (ID No. 05-00300)
Mid-Continent Resources, Inc.

Redstone, Pitkin County, Colorado

July 1, 1980

by

Harold Shaffer
Coal Mine Inspector
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Originating Office - Mine Safety and Health Administration
Drawer J, 575 East First South, Price, Utah 84501

Jensen L. Bishop, Subdistrict Manager
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‘ yﬁéa Location of Miners:

if Face 3J fz. A - Joe Sos - Miner Operator
\~ fiom N;'f B - Pat Steele - Shuttle Car Operator
"\ﬁ\ guigirsi ore C - Emmit Hartley - Miner Helper

. D - Robert Lawrence - Mechanic
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! Abstract of Investigation U.S. Deparimant of Labor
Mine Sa‘ely and Health Agministraticn
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i This rejnvct 15 hased onoan investiyntion made pursuunt to the bederal Mine Satety and Health Act of 1977,
'ublic law Y1-173, &as wanended Ly lublic Lav 95-104,
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| Non Injury
1. Title ot investigation:'__Qutburst (Bounce) 9. Dallyproguciion: 1, 345
2. Date MESA investigation staried. 07/01/80 10. Surtace empicyment; 6
3. Reportreiease cate. AugUSt 12’ 1980 11. Uncergroung emptoyment: 101
© e QN
8. Mine 1D numbper: 05-00300 13. Thickness of caa!beg: 84 inches
6. Company: Mid-Continent Resources, Inc. s A _
‘ REdStone -ﬁ‘ Cares .: C e . .... . d. - '.ll't':r-' ‘ : l'.."";.'t"
] 7. Town, County, State: __Pitkin County, CQ | Lifsm ' “" h'inz'i-" R T SRS S
{
8. Author(s): Harold Shaffer 14, Industry: 11.50
| ..__j -i_”,—-"i" S R e R ™ | 15. Thiscoeraion: 18.95
e v s '---*..J.cﬁ—'-‘ . A P e
Rorumsiite o e PN
18 Mine Lafety and jlealth Awdnistration 6. Training procram aoprovee: Yes
Coal Mine Heaith anc Satzy DistrictNoi 9
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On Monday, June 30, 1980, about 9:15 p.m., an outburst of coal (bounce)

24 CRawrman--H 4§ Canmnee Richard Lane 0526 Hwy. 133, Carbondale, CO 81623
3

~occurred in the crosscut being driven from No. 6 slope to No. 5 slope.
‘ The accident occurred because of the presence of overburden which is in
excess of 2500 feet. ' ‘
Company efficials: Name Address |
, 19 Presigent John A. Reeves P.0. Box 158, Carbondale, C0i81623
20. Superintenoent: W___________B_Q_MMBMB
! 21. Safery Director: Ron Henderson P.0. Box 158, Carbondale, CO 81623
1 22 Princiole oficer—kK & s Lom Scott P.0. Box 158, Carbondale, CO 81623
;“ 23. Lador Orgamzation: Redstone Workers Association, 0526 Hwy. 133, Carbondale, 8C‘0623 :




Commentarz

On Monday, July 1, 1980, at 3:00 p.m., the second shift mining crew,
under the supervision of George Small, section foreman, entered the
mine and traveled to the slope section arriving about 3:30 p.m.

Small examined the working places and then assigned duties and work
locations to the crew. The 12 C.M. miner cutting head motor was

down and work was being performed on the motor by the master mechanic
Kenneth Spangler. About 4:45 p.m., the work on the cutting head
motor was completed and coal production began and continued without
incident until the accident occurred. The face of the crosscut was
advanced some 35 feet from No. 6 slope to No. 5 slope at which time
small bumps started to occur. Joe Sos, remote control miner operator,
Pat Steele, shuttle car operator, Emmit Hartley, miner helper, and
Robert Lawrence, mechanic, proceeded to travel from the area as the
outburst occurred in the crosscut, pushing the 12 C.M. miner out in
the intersection of No. 6 slope and the crosscut, completely

covering the 12 C.M. miner with coal and covering over half of the
Joy shuttle car completely, and tapering back to the end of the
shuttle car. Joe Sos, miner operator, lost consciousness while
traveling through the outby crosscut. He was moved to a safe area
and revived, and then transported to the mine office on the surface.

The occurence was feﬁorted to the MSHA Supervisor, Freeman Sfaples,
at his home by telephone, June 30, 1980, 10:15 p.m.

Discussion and Evaluation

The investigation revealed the following factors relevant to the
occurrence of the outburst of coal (bounce):

1. The force of the outburst coming from the face of the
crosscut being mined pushed loose coal about 55 feet outby, filling
the entire intersection.

2. The outburst of coal did affect ventilation.

3. This seam of coal has considerable overburden in excess
of 2,500 feet.

4. The coal being mined was not being relieved of stress
by any means.

J>. The equipment was being operated by remote control and
the operators were outside of the cabs and located about 70 feet
outby the intersection.



Findings of Fact

Evidence and findings of the investigation indicated there were no

violations of Title 30 CFR which contributed to the occurrence of
the accident.

Conclusion

Probable cause of the outburst of coal (bounce) was a buildup of
pressures in the advancing crosscut. A contributing factor was that

advance stress relief was not being practiced at the time of the °
occurrence.
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Respectfully submitted,

Slaffw

Harold Shaffer

Approved by:

Jensen L. Bishop
Subdistrict Manager



. APPENDIX

The investigation was conducted by the Mine Safety and Health

Administration and those perscns present during the investigation
were:

Mid-Continent-Resourcesz Inc. QOfficials

Tom Scott | Superintendent

Mine Safety & Health Administration

Harold Shaffer Coal Mine Inspector
Daniel Martinez Coal Mine Inspector (Electrical)




